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7th September 2018 Address: 19 Chisholm Road 
 26 Dhul Hijah 1439 Carrara, QLD 4211 
 Tel:   07 5596 6565 
 Fax: 07 5596 1110 

 Email: gc.admin@aiic.qld.edu.au   

IN THE NAME OF ALLAH, THE MOST GRACIOUS, THE MOST MERCIFUL 

 

Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa barakatuhu, 

We welcome back our esteemed Principal, Mrs Banwa who has returned safely with 

her family from haj.  May Allah (SWT) bless her and her family. 

It is never quiet at school with so many activities and events happening.  Where do 

I begin?  It was a glorious day for the College Fete and I would like to thank all 

parents, students, community members and teachers who supported our College on 

the day.  We are already thinking of next year! 

On Saturday 25 August, Mr Mohamed Ally (Chief Administrator, AIIC) presented 

to the school community the ‘Strategic Plan 2018 – 2022’.  Mr Ally detailed the future 

plans for AIIC Gold Coast and developments planned for Carrara.  Imam Abdul 

Qudoos, the founder of AIIC also spoke and shared his knowledge and passion for 

AIIC with the community.  A leaflet outlining the ‘Strategic Plan 2018 – 2022’ is 

available in the office. 

In school we have been busy with Book Week.  Did you see the students in their 

costumes?  How magnificent to see so many students participate in this fun event.  

The performance by the teachers must surely inspire the children. 

Following this, the Book Week Performance of a ‘Treasure Hunt’ enthralled the 

students.  It is terrific when books come alive and students can relate the 

performance to the book. 

We wish our high school students who are attending the inaugural trip to Canberra 

a safe and very educating experience.  A lot of work has gone into the planning of 

this so thank you to Mr Le and Ms Imane.  We look forward to hearing about their 

experiences at the Old Houses of Parliament, the new House of Parliament and the 

War Museum/Memorial. 

Well done and congratulations to our ‘Student of the Month’ recipients – come to 

assembly on Friday morning to find out who they are. 

On a housekeeping note – a reminder to all that school starts at 8.30 am.  Thank 

you to parents who do get their children to school with time to spare so they can 

have some free time.   If you arrive after the assembly has started, please go to the 

office for a late slip which will be given to the class teacher.   

With only 2 more weeks of school and assessments are happening in every class.  

Please praise your child for the effort they make.  Those students who do their 

homework regularly achieve their best, as we say, ‘The more we try, the better we 

become’. 

With regards, 

Ursula Muncaster (for Mrs Mariam Banwa) 

 

 



 

From Year 1 classroom 
Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa barakatuhu, 

Reflecting upon the past few weeks, I am suddenly aware of just how busy we have been in Year 1 and just how 

close we are coming to the end of the school year.  When I look through student books, I am so pleased with how 

far students have progressed in their academic achievements.  As they mature and grow more confident, they 

are suddenly showing so much more independence in all aspects of their schooling.  No longer are students 

dependent upon me to read them instructions to activities or step them through math problems.  Every day, they 

are impressing me with their ability to “work tough”, stay focused for longer, take risks and try new things with 

their learning.  They are not afraid of making mistakes.  They now realise that mistakes are what we learn from 

the most.   

Although I enjoy seeing this development, I am even more so pleased to be able to share aspects of their 

development with you, their parents.  I want to thank all the parents who have taken the time to come meet with 

me and discuss their child’s progress.  It is very important that you understand how your child is developing and 

what steps can be taken next to ensure they continue to develop and succeed.  I am still, however, waiting to 

speak with a number of parents.  I encourage you to please make an appointment to see me.  It is important for 

your child to see you taking an active interest in their learning.  There is nothing more beautiful than seeing a 

child’s face light up when they show their parents just how hard they have been working at school. 

However, it has not been all “hard work”.  We do still remember to have a “little” fun in Year 1.  One of our 

favourite events this year was Book Week.  In an effort to celebrate and recognise the importance of quality 

literature, we took part in a costume parade that allowed us to bring characters of our favourite stories to life.  

We had such a variety of characters including Barbie Princesses, Storm Troopers, Ninja Turtles, Superheroes, a 

doctor and even a vampire.  The most notable costume, however, was 

that created by Noah who took his idea from Anh Do’s novel “Weirdo”.  

Based on the main character “Weir”, Noah created a human vending 

machine costume.  We have especially enjoyed being able to read the 

book together as a class.  The students are really enjoying the story! 

It was also wonderful to be able to recognise Aisha, who was awarded a 

gift voucher for reading 42 books throughout the Premier’s reading 

challenge.  Aisha read the most books in the Prep to Year 3 age category.  

Well done for working tough, Aisha! 

As a grand finale to Book Week, we were also lucky enough to enjoy a 

“Treasure Hunt” book performance.  Students discovered that books and stories all contain messages that we can 

learn from.  It was an excitingly interactive show that explored themes such as getting along and caring for our 

environment.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All in all, it has been an exciting term.  As the year draws to a close, I will look forward to seeing more parents 

join us in our end of year events such as our up and coming awards days, our drama day and our end of year 

Jalsa performance.  Please keep an eye out on DoJo for announcements and remember, my door is always open 

if you have any questions or would like to discuss your child’s progress. 

Kind regards, 

Merima Celahmetovic – Year 1 Teacher 

 

 



 

 

News from Year 5 

 

Assalamu alaikum Wr Wb. 

We are near the end of term 3 and currently in our classroom, 

students are working very hard on their assessments.  

This term, students in Year 5 have learnt to practice their financial 

math skills within our classroom taxonomy converting dojo points to 

class dollars. Students have been quite savvy with saving, budgeting 

and purchase strategies within the classroom. We have also focused 

learning on number patterns, number sentences, fractions (mixed, 

improper, equivalent, addition and subtraction), decimals and word 

problems. 

 

In Science, students have learnt to identify the paths of space 

objects in the sky as seen on Earth and explain the movement of 

the Sun, Earth and Moon. They have gained new understandings 

about different scientific theories written by Eratosthenes, 

Ptolemy, Copernicus, Newton and Galileo. Student also made 

planet chalk art and orreries to demonstrate the movements of 

Earth, Sun and Moon 

 

 

 

At home, the Year 5s have worked hard on creating 

new drinks to quench thirst after a soccer game or a 

cross country run with their parents. Students have 

been creating a variety of drinks and understanding 

the importance of balance. Parental involvement in 

the activities of children will help them to become 

more confident allowing parents to know their 

children more deeply. Activities together are 

opportunities to catch up with one another and for the 

child to receive undivided attention. This helps 

children to “feel valued and important because their 

parent is taking an interest in their lives” (Raising 

Children Network). Year 5 children have expressed 

how they have enjoyed having parental involvement 

and learning from their parents in our Design 

Technologies project 

 

 

 



 

Year 5 (cont’d) 

 

In Civics and Citizenship, students have been learning about the 7 Australian values we need to 

demonstrate in the society and at school. These key values include: 

 

Students have identified the most important values at school, in society and individually for 

themselves. 

The Australian Gold Rush has been our research focus this term. Students have learnt strategies to 

perfect their questions allowing students to gather more accurate answers.  

 

“Questions wake people up. They prompt new ideas. They show people new 

places, new ways of doing things.” Michael Marquardt 

 

In our research, we have been comprehending 

newspaper articles, looking at artefacts and reading a 

variety of text about the stories of people migration, 

how the families lived, jobs on the gold fields and 

events of the Eureka Stockade leading to the 

beginning of democracy. We integrated literacy, 

numeracy, HASS and science skills in within this 

focus. In Art, students have also been practicing a 

variety of drama techniques relating to the problems 

on the goldfields in preparation for our Drama day 

production.  

Year 5 are currently creating their own costumes, 

making props, designing backdrops, and sound to 

enhance our drama day production – “Re-living the 

Eureka Stockade”.  

 

We look forward to seeing you at our drama day. 

Mrs Bay – Year 5 Teacher 

 



 

High School review  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 and 8’s have been working hard in Visual Arts studying 

Collage.  The culmination of the term was designing their own  

Collage with an important message they want to share.   

 

From clockwise left: 

Haadiya Muhammed in year 8 – We each have a different time to live:  everything takes times, but we don’t know 

how much time we have. 

Leila Celahmetovic in year 8 – No matter how much confusion, chaos and pain, there is always hope; you can turn 

to god for forgiveness or protection. 

Zac Miller in year 7 – Spread love rather than racism and hate. 

Congratulations to these three students and all the students for being creative and sharing your messages. 

 

Years 9 and 10 have been working hard on script writing in our Film and Television unit.  Genres include action, 

horror and situation comedy.  Well done on grasping the concept of script writing and so clearly demonstrating 

your chosen genre.  We are looking forward to the next steps of storyboarding and filming. 

In English, we have been studying Australian novels that also became films:  The Rabbit Proof Fence and 

Tomorrow When the War Began.  A highlight of the former with years 7 and 8 was the diary entries written from 

the different perspectives of the scene where the girls were captured and taken to the Moore River Native 

Settlement.  Emin Meskovic entertained us with his dramatic reading from the grieving grandmother’s 

point of view.  We are concentrating being able to consider other points of view.  The diary entry that 

received spontaneous applause was written from the police officer’s point of view about how he didn’t 

agree but it was his job and he needed to feed his own family.  Well done Leila. 
 

 

 

With regards, 

 

Mrs Catherine Elliss – High School Teacher (English/SOSE/Arts) 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

HAJJ INCURSION REPORT 

 
The annual Hajj or pilgrimage of Islam brings millions of Muslims to Mecca in Saudi Arabia.  All 

Muslims, both men and women, who are financially and physically able, are expected to attend the 

Hajj at least once in their lives.  The pilgrimage consists of several ceremonies meant to symbolize the 

essential concepts of Islam and commemorate the trials of prophet Abraham and his family.  The Hajj 

is one of the five pillars of Islam and an essential part of a Muslim’s faith and practice. 

 

Annually at our College, we give students the opportunity to educate themselves of the ritual of Hajj 

through a practical performance.  Students have the opportunity to learn in a happy and enjoyable 

environment. 

 

The aims and objectives are that students : 

 

• Reflect on the importance of rituals 

• Understand that many of the same activities and motivations associated with these 

events are enjoyed by Muslims who attend the Hajj 

• Understand that the Hajj takes place in Mecca and that people travel from all parts of 

the world to attend 

• Appreciate the specific ritual activities of the Hajj, their historic relevance, and 

importance in Islam 

• Recognise and appreciate the diversity of other groups’ religious and cultural 

traditions 

• Know the importance of Hajj and its spiritual impact on Muslims 

• Identify ways in which other religious and traditional practices are like one’s  own 
 

Students had the opportunity to adorn the Ihram – Ihram is a state of purification which the Muslim 

must observe before starting the Hajj.  While in this state, Muslim men 

can only wear two simple white cloths.   Muslims in this state are not 

allowed to cover their heads (men only), cut their hair, clip their nails, 

kill any animal, or engage in intimate physical contact.  

Our students also practiced the Tawaaf, which means to circle the Kaaba 

seven times in an anticlockwise direction.  Thereafter, they performed 

the Sa’íy between the two mountains Safa and Marwa, which is the rite 

commerating Hajjar’s search for water for her baby Ismail.  They then 

drank the water of Zamzam and were told about its origin and its 

significance.  Students did a practical play by going to the various 

stations which are performed by the Hujjaj such as Minaa, Arafaat, 

Muzdalifa, Sacrificing the Udhiya and finally shaving or cutting of the 

hair.  All our staff members were very supportive and learnt and enjoyed the Hajj incursion day. 

 

 

Wasalaam, 

 

 

Imam Imran Hosain 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

AFL @ AIIC GC 
This term Years 5-10 participated in the Gold Coast SUNS Multicultural Schools Program. Each week 

of the 5 week program consisted of varying themes around teamwork, encouragement and respect while 

maintaining the overall message of social inclusion and the importance of a healthy and active lifestyle. 

The program greatly helped high school students prepare for the Bachar Houli cup, which is an annual 

tournament played between South East QLD most talented Islamic Schools.  

The Bachar Houli cup saw AIIC GC compete against Wisdom College as well as AIIC Durack. GC was 

victorious against Wisdom College, registering GC’s first AFL win in the process. This victory saw GC 

play AIIC Durack in the final for the cup, which proved to be an exciting match. AIIC Durack were 

visibly impressed by the GC boy’s skills, however Durack’s experience came in handy towards the end 

of the game where they were able to build on their small, 2 point lead and clinch the game.  

The team were treated to pizza and other hot foods, received giveaways including a GC SUNS bag as 

well as an AFL ball, and tickets to the next GC SUNS home game at the Metricon Stadium which 

students redeemed and reported a fun time. To conclude the AFL program students will take part in a 

guided tour of the Metricon Stadium and its facilities. We would like to thank the Gold Coast SUNS 

for their commitment in regards to engaging with our school and encouraging social cohesion through 

the themes of leadership, teamwork, encouragement and cultures in the classroom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With regards, 

A. Celahmetovic – HPE Teacher 


